Anonymi ty Statenent

The basic prem se of anonymity allows addicts to attend neetings w thout fear of
| egal or social repercussions. This is an inportant consideration for an addict
t hi nki ng about going to his first nmeeting. Anonynity also supports an

at nosphere of equality in neetings. It helps insure that no individual's
personality or circunstance will be considered nore inportant than the nmessage
of recovery shared in NA

We ask your help in maintaining our tradition of personal anonymty by not
identifying our menbers by name or in full face photos as nenbers of Narcotics
Anonynous, or by describing details of their personal circunstances which could
reveal their identities.

In carrying our nessage of recovery, we welcone articles about our fellowship,
but not in terns of personalities. W are not secret, just anonynous.
Cooperation by the press has been very good, and we hope that continued exposure
given to the Narcotics Anonynobus programw |l play a major role in attracting

t he many thousands of addicts who need hel p. W thank you for your
under st andi ng.

Attach: Twelve Traditions of Narcotics Anonynous
We keep what we have only with vigilance, and just as freedom for the individua

cones fromthe Twel ve Steps, so freedomfor the group springs from our
traditions. As long as the ties that bind us together are stronger than those

that would tear us apart, all will be well.

1. Qur common wel fare should cone first; personal recovery depends on NA
unity.

2 For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority--a |l oving God as

He may express Himself in our group conscience. Qur |eaders are but trusted
servants, they do not govern.

3. The only requirenent for menbership is a desire to stop using.

4. Each group shoul d be autononous except in matters affecting other groups
or NA as a whol e.

5. Each group has but one prinary purpose--to carry the nessage to the addict
who still suffers.
6. An NA group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the NA name to any

related facility or outside enterprise, |est problens or noney, property and
prestige divert us fromour prinmary purpose.

7. Every NA group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside
contributions.

8. Nar coti cs Anonynous shoul d remain forever non-professional, but our
service centers may enpl oy special workers.

9. NA as such, ought never be organized, but we may create service boards or
conmittees directly responsible to those they serve.



10. Nar coti cs Anonynous has no opi nion on outside issues,; hence the NA nane
ought never be drawn into public controversy.

11. Qur public relations policy is based on attraction rather than pronotion;
we need al ways mai ntain personal anonynity at the |evel of press, radio and
filns.

12. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our traditions, ever
rem nding us to place principles before personalities.



